UNCLASSIFIED
ACP 131(F)

COMMUNICATIONS
INSTRUCTIONS - OPERATING
SIGNALS

ACP 131(F)

APRIL 2009

Original
UNCLASSIFIED



UNCLASSIFIED
ACP 131(F)
FOREWORD

1. The Combined Communications-Electronics Board (CCEB) is comprised of the five
member nations, Australia, Canada, New Zealand, United Kingdom and United States and is the
Sponsoring Authority for all Allied Communications Publications (ACPs). ACPs are raised and
issued under common agreement between the member nations.

2. ACP 131(F), COMMUNICATIONS INSTRUCTIONS - OPERATING SIGNALS is an
UNCLASSIFIED CCEB publication.

3. This publication contains Allied military information for official purposes only.
4. It is permitted to copy or make extracts from this publication.
5. This ACP is to be maintained and amended in accordance with the provisions of the

current version of ACP 198.
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THE CCEB LETTER OF PROMULGATION FOR ACP 131(F)

1. The purpose of this Combined Communication Electronics Board (CCEB) Letter of
Promulgation is to implement ACP 131(F) within the Armed Forces of the CCEB Nations.
ACP 131(F) COMMUNICATIONS INSTRUCTIONS OPERATING SIGNALS, is an
UNCLASSIFIED publication developed for Allied use and, under the direction of the CCEB
Principals. It is promulgated for guidance, information, and use by the Armed Forces and
other users of military communications facilities.

2. ACP 131(F) is effective on receipt for CCEB Nations. NATO Military Committee
(NAMILCOM) will promulgate the effective status separately for NATO nations and Strategic
Commands.

EFFECTIVE STATUS

Publication Effective for Date Authority
ACP 131(F) CCEB On Receipt LOP

3. This ACP will be reviewed periodically as directed by the CCEB Permanent Secretary.

4. All proposed amendments to the publication are to be forwarded to the national
coordinating authorities of the CCEB or NAMILCOM.

LAST REVIEWED

Edition Reviewed By Date
(F) CCEB Mar-Apr 2009

For the CCEB Principals
_JA Stott

JASTOTT
Lieutenant Commander, Royal Navy
CCEB Permanent Secretary

Original
UNCLASSIFIED



UNCLASSIFIED

ACP 131(F)

RECORD OF MESSAGE CORRECTIONS

Identification of Message
Corrections and date, time group

Date Entered

By whom entered

DTG Correction

1

UNCLASSIFIED

Original



UNCLASSIFIED

ACP 131(F)
TABLE OF CONTENTS

FOREWORD ...ttt seee st see s s s eseee et et e s e s et eee s s eseseee s es e seee s es e eseerees e i
THE CCEB LETTER OF PROMULGATION FOR ACP 131(F) ....vveoveeeeeeeeeeeeesereeseeeeseeeneens i
RECORD OF MESSAGE CORRECTIONS .......ooveteitereeeseeeseeseessesssssessseessssesseessessseeseseseneens i
TABLE OF CONTENTS ....ooieeeeeeteteeeeeeee et eeeeee e eeee s e seee s s sseee e esesese e eseesse e sseseee e i
CHAPTER L oottt es et s e ees e s st s et ee et e s e e s s s es e s e e s erenene 1-1
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS ...t eeeeeeeseeseeseees e eseesesseesseesseseeesseess s ssesesess s 1-1
PURPOSE ......ovvovee ettt teee et esese s et ees e s eee s es e es et es e e s ee s ee e seee s as e eseneseesesesieeres 1-1
GENERAL ...t e e ee e es e ee e s s s e ee et ee s ss e s e ereeeneeeeen 1-1
AUTHORISATION ..ottt e e e e e s ese ettt e s eseee s s e s ee s es e s 1-2
INSTRUGCTIONS ...ttt eeee e e e s s eeee s e s eee s ee e ee e s ee e es e s ee s seeeeeeneee 1-2
CHAPTER 2 1.ttt ettt s e ees e st et s e s ee ettt e s ee st es et ee e es e ereeene 2-1
OPERATING SIGNALS - DECODE ..ot eeeeeeeeeeseessee s en s 2-1
SECTION A = Q SIGNALS ..ot eeee e eeseeeeeeseees et ee s s s eses et s as s esesesesseesesenes 2-1
SECTION B = Z SIGNALS ..ot teee e seeese s esees s s eseesee e 2-32
CHAPTER 3 oottt ettt s e ees et et s e st e s ee st e s e e et ee st es et ee e eserer e 3-1
OPERATING SIGNALS - ENCODE .....oovoieeveeeeeeee e eeeeeeeeeseeeeeese e eee s seeees s 3-1
SEARCH AND RESCUE ......oveiveeeeteeeeeeeeseeesesseeseoes s es s asessseesseesseeseseseasesssessseseeeseesnns 3-1
RADIO NAVIGATION ...t eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees e seeeeee e s esese e eseseseee e sseeeee e es s s e eeeneee 3-6
DIRECTION FINDING . ....vcveeiveeeeeeteeeeeeeeeesseseeeeeeseesseeeses s esese s eseeeseseses e eseeesesssesseseees e 3-9
AERONAUTICAL AND SEA OPERATIONS .....voeveeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeseeeeeesese e 3-13
METEOROLOGY ..ottt eseeees e seeseee et es e s es e s s st ese s eseeese et ees e s es e asesesees e 3-26
COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT AND CIRCUITS ADJUSTING AND TESTING3-35
CIRCUIT DISCIPLINE AND NET CONTROL w...voiveeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeseesseeseeeseesseeeeessee. 3-54
MESSAGE HANDLING .....ccovoeeeeeeeeee e es e ee s e s s se e eneesse e 3-67
SECURITY AND CRYPTOGRAPHIC ....vveeveeeeeeeeereeseeeeeeeeseeeseeseseeesessesseessesssn e 3-85
VISUAL oottt s ettt ee e e e e s ee st e s ee et e e e s eseeesees s eseee s en e 3-89
EXERCISE AND MISCELLANEOUS ......oovveveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeseesesses s s 3-91
CHAPTER 4 .ottt ettt ettt e st e e s e e e ee s e st e et st es e s e e ereeeee 4-1
MISCELLANEOUS ABBREVIATIONS AND SYMBOLS ...ovveveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeereseeeere. 4-1
SECTION A - DECODE ..ot eeeeeeeee e eeeeeseee e eseees et s asess s st es et e s asesese s eseeeseeenns 4-1
SECTION B = ENCODE ...ovoeeeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeveeeeseeeseese s esees s s esese s e ssesse s eseeeseenees 4-7
CHAPTER 5 .ottt es e eee st e e s e s ee s e st e et e s et es e s s e s e s e e 5-1
SERIES ZYA = ZZZ oo eeseees e st as et et es et es et 5-1
CHAPTER B ..ottt eeeeeeee et s e e eee s e st e e s e s ee et eee s e et se s e es e es et e s eseeeee 6-1
DESIGNATION OF EMISSIONS .....ovoeveeeeeeeeeeeeseeeseeseeeseoeseeseseeeseesseesseeseseseessessessesse s 6-1
EMISSION DESIGNATION FEATURES ....voivriveeeeeeeeseeesseeeseseeeseessesesseseeseesssseeeseens 6-1
NECESSARY BANDWIDTH - THE FIRST FOUR SYMBOLS......co.vvveveeeeeeeereseeeenen. 6-1
CLASSIFICATION - THE NEXT THREE SYMBOLS.....c.ovieiveeeeeeeeesereeseesseeeeseesseenns 6-2
ADDITIONAL CHARACTERISTICS - THE LAST TWO SYMBOLS ......ovvvvverrereenen. 6-4
FOURTH SYMBOL - DETAILS OF SIGNAL(S) «..eoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeessssesssessnens 6-4
FIFTH SYMBOL - NATURE OF MULTIPLEXING ....cvvoveeeeeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseere e 6-5

ANNEX A TO CHAPTER 6 - THE CLASSIFICATION OF TYPICAL EMISSIONS..........6A-1

11
Original
UNCLASSIFIED



UNCLASSIFIED
ACP 131(F)

CHAPTER 1
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
PURPOSE

101. The purpose of this publication is to list operating signals and provide instructions for
their use.

GENERAL
102. This publication includes:
a.  Operating Signals from the following series of international civil Q code:

(1) The series QAA to QNZ inclusive, the meanings of which are assigned
by the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAQO). In general, the
only civil stations that will have available a copy of this series are those
of the Aeronautical Service. Therefore, this series is not to be used with
other civil stations unless it is known that the station concerned is
familiar with the series. (Note: Stations of the Aeronautical Service are
those operated in accordance with ICAO international standards and
recommended practices to provide for the safety of air navigation and for
the regular, efficient and economical operation of the air services).

(2) The series QOA to QQZ inclusive is reserved for the Maritime Services.

(3) The series QRA to QUZ inclusive, the meanings of which are assigned
by the International Telecommunications Union (ITU). In general, all
civil stations will have available a copy of this series. Therefore, this
series may be used with all civil stations unless the station concerned
indicates its unfamiliarity with the series.

(4) The series QVA to QZZ inclusive has not been allocated to date.

b.  Operating signals from the series ZAA to ZXZ inclusive of the allied military Z
code. The series ZYA to ZZZ inclusive is reserved for the temporary or
permanent assignment of meanings on an intra-military basis by any nation,
service or command authorised use of this publication. For the convenience of
assigning authorities, provision for this series (ZYA - ZZZ) is included in Chapter
5 of this publication.

c.  Miscellaneous abbreviations and symbols developed or approved by ICAO for use
with the series QAA to QNZ inclusive. These abbreviations and symbols,
however, are authorised for use by allied military stations with any Q or Z signal
subject to the use limitations, if any, of that Q or Z signal (see paragraph 103).

1-1
Original
UNCLASSIFIED



UNCLASSIFIED
ACP 131(F)
AUTHORISATION

103. The series QAA to QUZ of the international civil Q code, and the series ZAA to ZXZ of
the allied military Z code, are authorised for use between allied military stations subject to the
provisions of paragraph 102. Q and Z signals of these series may be used together between
allied military stations.

104. The series QAA to QUZ of the international civil Q code are authorised for use between
Allied military stations and civil stations, subject to the provisions of paragraph 102. The allied
military Z code (ZAA - ZZZ) is not authorised for use between allied military stations and civil
commercial stations.

105. Any nation, service or command may prohibit or restrict the military use, within its area
of jurisdiction, of any operating signal. However, when such operating signals are received from
other users, they must be recognized and acted upon.

INSTRUCTIONS

106. Action. Q or Z signals ordering or indicating that an action is to be taken (a change of
frequency, for example) will be answered before the action is taken, unless the "Broadcast™
method is used or the station ordering or indicating the action has indicated that an answer is not
required.

107. Affirmatives or Negatives. Operating signals, as appropriate, will be used by allied
military stations to convey an affirmative or negative sense.

a.  Tocivil stations by adding "C" (affirmative) or "N" (negative) after the Q signal
and any data used with it:

Examples (of replies):
(1) QFQ C means: (Yes) The approach and runway lights are lit.

(2) QAK N means: (No) There is no risk of collision. "NO", instead of "N",
is authorised for use by and to civil stations of the Aeronautical Service.

b.  To allied military stations by using the appropriate Q or Z signal:
Examples (of replies):
(1) QHZ means: (Yes) Circle the aerodrome (or go around).
(2) ZOE Means: (Yes) Give me your message. | will dispose of it.

NOTE: In addition to the above, replies to questions from military stations may be made by
using ZUE meaning Affirmative (Yes) or ZUG meaning Negative (No).
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108. Blank Spaces. Blank spaces in the meanings of Q and Z signals will be completed, in
the order in which they appear; however, blank spaces enclosed in parentheses normally will be
completed on an optional basis only.

Examples:
a. QBM BF6 1010Z means: Here is the message sent by BF6 at 1010Z hours.

NOTE: The meaning assigned QBM is "Here is the message sent by....at.....hours";
therefore, as these blank spaces are not included in parentheses, all are completed, in the
order in which they appear.

b. ZKO BG2 means: | have handed over guard to BG2.

NOTE: The meaning assigned ZKO is "I have handed over guard (to...) (on .... kHz (or
MHz)) (serial number of last message received was .....)"; however, in the above example,
the user elected to complete only one of the blank spaces enclosed in parentheses.

1009. Call Signs. Normally call signs will follow the Q or Z signal to which they refer;
however, they also may precede the operating signal for separation or clarity.

110. Freguencies:

a.  When the meaning of a Q or Z signal includes the expression "on .... kHz (or
MHz)", the figures used alone (not supplemented by an abbreviation) always will
indicate the frequency in kilohertz per second. To indicate the frequency in
megahertz per second, the figures will be supplemented by the abbreviation
"MHz".

b.  Provided that no confusion can arise, in those Q or Z signals whose meaning
includes the expression "on ....kHz (or MHz)", the circuit designator or other
disguised reference, if available, will be used in place of the actual frequency.

c.  Although not provided for in the meaning of a Q or Z signal, a frequency may be
used with any such operating signal by adding figures and the appropriate
abbreviation ("kHz" (kilohertz) or "MHz" (megahertz)).

111. Numbered Alternates. Q and Z signals with numbered alternate meanings will be
followed, without spacing, by the appropriate number to indicate the meaning intended.

Examples:

a. QCB2 means: Delay is being caused by your slowness in answering.

NOTE: QCB has the following numbered alternate meanings - "Delay is being caused
by ....1. your transmitting out of turn; 2. your slowness in answering; 3. lack of your reply
tomy...."
1-3
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b.  ZAP5 means: Work single sideband.

NOTE: ZAP has the following numbered alternate meanings - "Work ....(1. simplex; 2.
duplex; 3. diplex; 4. multiplex; 5. single sideband)."”

112. Plain Language. Plain unabbreviated language is authorised for use to complete or
amplify the meaning of operating signals only when no other approved method will do.

113. Questions. Operating signals, as appropriate, will be used by allied military stations to
ask questions:

a.  Of civil stations, by adding the prosign TMT after the Q signal and any data used
with it;

b.  Example: QAR 15 TMT means: May | stop listening on the watch frequency
for 15 minutes?

c.  Of military stations, by inserting the prosign TNT before the Q or Z signal to
which it refers.

Examples:
d. TNT QAR 15 means: May I stop listening on the watch frequency for 15 minutes?
e. INT ZDJ means: How many groups does your message contain?

114. Security. Operating signals possess no security. They must be regarded as the
equivalent of plain language.

115. Separation. The separative sign (prosign Il, written as a short dash) may be used to
separate Q or Z signals when desired.

116. Time Groups. Time groups (including date-time groups) used with Q or Z signals
always will be followed, without spacing, by a zone suffix letter (see ACP 121.. Although not
provided for in the meaning of a Q or Z signal, a time group (including date-time group) may be
used with any such operating signal.

117. Units of Measurement. When units of measurement are desired for use which differ
from those in the meaning of an operating signal, an appropriate abbreviation will be used (see
Chapter 4).

118. Class of Emission (Chapter 6). When using operating signals concerning radio
equipment or its use, e.g. QSU, QSW, ZTD, ZTE, ZTJ, ZTM, the class of emission/type of
transmission may be indicated by use of the tables in Chapter 6. The operating signal ZTG is
used for this purpose unless Chapter 6 is referred to in the meaning of the signal.

Examples:
1-4
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QSU F1B means: Send or reply on this frequency use frequency shift keyed
telegraphy.

ZTM ZTG R3E means: | am unable to use single sideband, reduced carrier,
telephony.
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CHAPTER 2

OPERATING SIGNALS - DECODE

SECTION A - Q SIGNALS

SIGNAL | QUESTION ANSWER, ADVICE OR ORDER

QAA

QAB May | have clearance (for...) from...(place | You are cleared (or...is cleared) by...

and/or control) to...(place and/or control) | from... (place and/or control) to... (place
at...(figures and units) height and/or control) at...(figures and units)
above...(datum)? height above...(datum).

QAC

QAD

QAE

QAF | Will you advice me when you are (were) | | am (was) at (over)...(place) (at...hours)

at (over)...(place)? (at...(figures and units)) height above...
(datum).

QAG Arrange your flight in order to arrive

over...(place) at...hours

or
I am arranging my flight in order to arrive
over...(place) at...hours.

QAH | What is your height above... (datum)? | am at...(figures and units) height
above...(datum).  Note: An aircraft is
permitted to reply to QAH IMI by using
any of the answer forms of signals QBF,
QBG, QBH, QBK, QBN or QBP. In
such cases the signal QAH is omitted
from the reply.

or
Arrange your flight so as to
reach...(figures and units) height
above...(datum) at...(hours or place).

QAI What is the essential traffic? The essential traffic is...

Note: Relates to aircraft and not Note: Relates to aircraft and not
communication traffic. communication traffic.

QAJ

QAK | Isthere any risk of collision? There is risk of collision.

Note: This signal should be followed by
appropriate Q signals or ICAO approved
abbreviations giving instructions for
avoiding collision.
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SIGNAL

QUESTION

ANSWER, ADVICE OR ORDER

QAL

Are you going to land at...(place)?
or

Has aircraft...landed at...(place)?

(See also signal QTP.)

| am going to land at...(place)
or

(You may) land at...(place).
or

Aircraft...landed at...(place).

(See also signal QTP.)

QAM

What is the latest available
meteorological observation for...(place)?

Meteorological observation made
at...(place) at...hours was as follows...
Note: The information may be given in Q
Code form or the AERO form of the
International Meteorological Figure
Code. When in Q Code, the information
is to be given in the following sequence
of Q signal answer (or advice) forms:
QAN, QBA, QNY, QBB, QNH and/or
QFE and, if necessary QMU, QNT, QBJ.
It is not normally necessary to precede the
QAN, QBA, QNY, and QBB information
by these Q signals but this may be done if
considered desirable. When in the AERO
form of International Meteorological
Figure Code the abbreviation AERO is to
precede the information.

QAN

What is the surface wind direction and
speed at... (place)?

The surface wind direction and speed
at...(place) at...hours is (direction)...(speed
figures and units).

Note: Unless otherwise indicated in the
question, answer (or advise) surface wind
direction is given in degrees relative to
MAGNETIC North.

QAO

What is the wind direction in degrees
TRUE and speed at...(position or zone/s)
at each of the...(figures) ...(units) levels
above... (datum)?

The wind direction and speed (position or
zone/s) at the following heights above...
(datumis:

...(vertical distance in figures and units)
...degrees TRUE...(speed in figures and
units)

QAP

Shall I listen for you (or for...) on...kHz
(or (...MHz))?

Note: If the frequency is given in
megahertz, the abbreviation MHz is to be
used. (See also signal QSX).

Listen for me (or for...) on... kHz
(...MH2).

Note: If the frequency is given in
megahertz, the abbreviation MHz is to be
used. (See also signal QSX).

2-2
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SIGNAL | QUESTION ANSWER, ADVICE OR ORDER
QAQ | Am I near a prohibited area You are...
(or...prohibited area)? 1. near
2. flying over
a prohibited area (or...prohibited area).
QAR May | stop listening on the watch You may stop listening on the watch
frequency for...minutes? frequency for...minutes
QAS
QAT
QAU I am about to jettison fuel.
QAV
QAW | am about to carry out overshoot
procedure.
QAX
QAY | Will you advise me when you pass | passed...(place) bearing... degrees
(passed)...(place) bearing 090 (270) relative to my heading at...hours.
degrees relative to your heading?
QAZ | Are you experiencing communication | am experiencing communication
difficulties through flying in a storm? difficulties through flying in a storm
Note: Attention is invited to the possible
supplementary use of signals QAR, QBE,
QCS, QRM, QRN, QRX, QSZ or the
signal CL to amplify the meaning
associated with signal QAZ.
QBA | What is the horizontal visibility The horizontal visibility at... (place)
at...(place)? at...hours is... (distance figures and units).
QBB | What is the amount, type and height The amount, type and height above

above official aerodrome elevation of the
base of the cloud (at...(place)?

official aerodrome elevation of the base
of the cloud at... (place) at...hours is:
...eighths (...type)

at...(figures and units)*

height above official aerodrome
elevation.

*NOTE: The cloud amount, type (if reported) and vertical distance information is reported in
sequence if several cloud layers are present, the order of reporting being from low to high levels in
accordance with the following cloud layer specifications:

a.

b.

C.

The lowest individual layer of any amount;

The next higher individual layer the amount of which is three-eighths or more (to
the nearest eighth);
The next higher individual layer the amount of which is five-eighths or more (to
the nearest eighth).
EXAMPLE: = QBB CYUL 13002 300 FT 3 1500 FT 6 9000 FT =
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SIGNAL | QUESTION ANSWER, ADVICE OR ORDER
QBC | Report meteorological conditions as The meteorological conditions as
observed from your aircraft at... (position | observed from my aircraft at... (position
or zone) at...hours at...(figures and units) | or zone) at...hours at...(figures and units)
height above...(datum). height above...(datum) are...
Note: The information may be given in
AIREP, or Q Code form. When given in
Q Code, the following sequence of Q
signal QBC answer (or advice) forms is
used: QMX, QNY, QAO, QDF, QMI,
QFT and QNI.
QBD How much fuel have you remaining Fuel remaining is...(hours and/or minutes
(expressed as hours and/or minutes of of consumption).
consumption)?

QBE | am about to wind in my aerial.

QBF | Are you flying in cloud? I am flying in cloud at... (figures and
units) height above...(datum) (and I am
ascending (descending) to...(figures and
units) height above that datum).

QBG | Are you flying above cloud? I am flying above cloud and at...(figures
and units) height above...(datum)

or
Maintain a vertical distance of...(figures
and units) above cloud, smoke, haze or
fog levels.

QBH | Are you flying below cloud? | am flying below cloud and at...(figures
and units) height above...(datum).

or
Maintain a vertical distance of...(figures
and units) below cloud.

QBI Is flight under IFR compulsory at...(place) | Flight under IFR is compulsory

(or from...to...(place))? at...(place) (or from...to... (place)).
QBJ What is the amount, type and height At...hours at...(position or zone) the top of
above...(datum) of the top of the cloud the cloud is: amount...eighths (...type)
(at... (position or zone))? at...(figures and units) height above
...(datum).
QBK | Are you flying with no cloud in your I am flying with no cloud in my vicinity
vicinity? and at...(figures and units) height above
...(datum).

QBL

QBM Has...sent any message for me? Here is the message sent by...at...hours.

QBN | Are you flying between two layers of I am flying between two layers of cloud

cloud?

and at...(figures and units) height above
...(datum).
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SIGNAL | QUESTION ANSWER, ADVICE OR ORDER
QBO | What is the nearest aerodrome at which Flying under VFR is permissible
flight under VFR is permissible and at...(place) which would be suitable for
which would be suitable for my landing? | your landing.
QBP Are you flying in and out of cloud? I am flying in and out of cloud and at
...(figures and units) height above
...(datum).
QBQ
QBR
QBS Ascend (or descend) to... (figures and
units) height above...(datum) before
encountering instrument meteorological
conditions or if visibility falls below...
(figures and units of distance) and advise.
QBT How far, along the runway, from the At...hours, the observer at the threshold of
approach end, can the observer at the runway number... could see the runway
runway threshold see the runway lights lights in operation for your landing
which will be in operation for my landing | (at...(place)) for a distance of...(figures
(at...(place))? and units) from the approach end.
Note: If the station inquired of is not
equipped to make the special observation
requested, the reply to QBT IMI is
given by the signal QNO.
QBU
QBV | Have you reached the... (figures and I have reached the...(figures and units)
units) height above...(datum) (or... (area height above...(datum) (or...(area or
or place))? place)).
or
Report reaching the...(figures and units)
height above... (datum) (or...(area or
place)).
QBW
QBX | Have you left the... (figures and units) I have left the... (figures and units) height
height above...(datum) (or...(area or above...(datum) (or...(area or place)).
place))? or
Report leaving the...(figures and units)
height above... (datum) (or...(area or
place)).
QBY
QBZ Report your flying conditions in relation | The reply to QBZ IMT is given by the

to clouds.

appropriate answer form of signals QBF,
QBG, QBH, QBK, QBN and QBP.
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SIGNAL | QUESTION ANSWER, ADVICE OR ORDER
QCA | May I change from...(figures and units) You may change from...(figures and
to...(figures and units) height units) to...(figures and units) height above
above...(datum)? ...(datum).
or
| am changing from...(figures and units)
to...(figures and units) height
above...(datum).
QCB Delay is being caused by...
1. your transmitting out of turn.
2. your slowness in answering.
3. lack of your reply to my...
QCC
QCD
QCE | When may | expect approach clearance? | Expect approach clearance at...hours.
or
No delay expected.
QCF Delay indefinite. Expect approach
clearance not later than...hours.
QCG
QCH May | taxi to...(place)? Cleared to taxi to...(place). (the place is
given in plain language).
QCI Make a 360-degree turn immediately
(turning to the...).
or
I am making a 360-degree turn
immediately (turning to the...).
QCJ
QCK
QCL
QCM
QCN
QCO
QCP
QCQ
QCR
QCS My reception on...frequency has broken
down.
QCT
QCU
QCV
QCW
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SIGNAL

QUESTION

ANSWER, ADVICE OR ORDER

QCX

What is your full call sign?

My full call sign is...
or
Use your full call sign until further notice.

QCY I am working on trailing aerial.
or
Work on trailing aerial.
QCZ
QDA
SIGNAL | QUESTION ANSWER, ADVICE OR ORDER
QDB Have you sent message...to...? | have sent message...to...
QDC
QDD
QDE
QDF What is your D-Value at...(position)? My D-Value at...(position) at... (figures
and units) height above the 1013.2
millibars datum is...(D-Value figures and
units)... *(specify plus or minus).
or or
What is the D-Value at... (place or The D-Value at...(place or position) at
position) at...hours) for the...millibar hours for the...millibar level is...(D-Value
level? figures and units...*(specify plus or
minus).
Note: When the true altitude (radio
altitude) is greater than the pressure
altitude PS (plus) is used and when it is
less MS (minus) is used.
QDG
QDH
QDI
QDJ
QDK
QDL Do you intend to ask me for a series of | intend to ask you for a series of
bearings? bearings.
QDM | Will you indicate the MAGNETIC The MAGNETIC heading for you to steer
heading for me to steer towards you (or...) | to reach me (or...) with no wind
with no wind? was...degrees (at...hours).
QDN
QDO
QDP | Will you accept control (or responsibility) | I will accept control (or responsibility) of
of (for)... now (or at ...hours)? (for)...now (or at...hours).
QDQ
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SIGNAL | QUESTION ANSWER, ADVICE OR ORDER
QDR | What is my MAGNETIC bearing from Your MAGNETIC bearing from me (or
you (or from...)? from...) was...degrees (at... hours).
QDS
QDT | Areyou flying in visual meteorological I am flying in visual meteorological
conditions? conditions. or
Fly at all times in visual meteorological
conditions.
QDU Cancel my IFR flight plan.
QDV | Are you flying in a horizontal visibility of | | am flying in a horizontal visibility of
less than... (figures and units)? less than... (figures and units) at... (figures
and units) height above...(datum).
SIGNAL | QUESTION ANSWER, ADVICE OR ORDER
QDW
QDX
QDY
QDZ
QEA | May I cross the runway ahead of you? You may cross the runway ahead of me.
QEB May | turn at the intersection? Taxi as follows at the intersection...
(straight ahead DRT
turn left LEFT
turn right RITE)
QEC May | make a 180-degree turn and return | You may make a 180 - degree turn and
down the runway? return down the runway.
QED | Shall I follow the pilot vehicle? Follow the pilot vehicle.
QEE
QEF Have | reached my parking area? You have reached your parking area.
or or
Have you reached your parking area? | have reached my parking area.
QEG May | leave the parking area? You may leave the parking area.
or or
Have you left the parking area? | have left the parking area.
QEH May | move to the holding position for Cleared to the holding position for
runway number...? runway number...
or or
Have you moved to the holding position | I have moved to the holding position for
for runway number...? runway number...
QEI

2-8

Original

UNCLASSIFIED




UNCLASSIFIED

ACP 131(F)
SIGNAL | QUESTION ANSWER, ADVICE OR ORDER
QEJ May | assume position for take-off? Cleared to hold at take-off position for

or
Have you assumed position for take-off?

runway number...

or
| am assuming take-off position for
runway number...and am holding.

QEK | Are you ready for immediate take-off? | am ready for immediate take-off.
QEL May | take-off (and make a... hand turn You are cleared to take-off (turn as
after take-off)? follows after take-off...).
QEM | What is the condition of the landing The condition of the landing surface
surface at...(place)? at...(place) is...
Note: The information is given by
sending appropriate NOTAM Code
groups.
QEN Shall I hold my position? Hold your position.
QEO Shall I clear the runway (or landing area)? | Clear the runway (or landing area).
or
Have you cleared the runway(or landing or
area)? | have cleared the runway (or landing
area).
QEP
QEQ
QER
QES Is a right-hand circuit in force at...(place)? | A right-hand circuit is in force at...(place).
QET
QEU
QEV
QEW
QEX
QEY
QEZ
QFA | What is the meteorological forecast The meteorological forecast for...(flight,

for...(flight, route, section of route or
zone) for the period...hours until ...hours?

route, section of route or zone) for the
period...hours until hours....is...

Note: When the forecast is given in Q
Code the following sequence of Q signal
answer (or advice) forms is to be given:
QAO, QMX, QMI, QNY, QBA, QMW,
QFT and QNI.
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SIGNAL | QUESTION ANSWER, ADVICE OR ORDER
QFB The...
1. approach
2. runway
3. approach and runway
........lights are out of order.
QFC What is the amount, the type and the At...(place, position or zone) the base of

height above...(datum) of the base of the
cloud at...(place, position or zone)?

the cloud is... eighths...type at...(figures
and units) height above... (datum).

Note: If several cloud layers or masses
are present, the lowest is reported first.

QFD 1. Is the...visual beacon(at...(place)) in 1. The...visual beacon (at... (place)) is in
operation? operation.

2. Will you switch on the... visual beacon | 2. I will switch on the... visual beacon
(at...(place))? (at...(place)).

3. Will you extinguish the aerodrome 3. 1 will extinguish the aerodrome visual
visual beacon (at...(place)) until I have beacon (at... (place)) until your landing is
landed? completed.

QFE (At...(place)) what is the present At...(place) the atmospheric pressure at
atmospheric pressure at official official aerodrome elevation is (or was
aerodrome elevation? observed at...hours to be) ...millibars.

QFF (At...(place)) what is the present At...(place) the atmospheric pressure
atmospheric pressure converted to mean | converted to mean sea level in accordance
sea level in accordance with with meteorological practice is (or was
meteorological practice? determined at...hours to be) ...millibars.

QFG Am | overhead? You are overhead.

QFH May | descend below the clouds? You may descend below the clouds.

QFlI Avre the aerodrome lights lit? The aerodrome lights are lit.

or
Please light the aerodrome lights.

QFJ

QFK

QFL

QFM | What height above..(datum)... 1. Maintain (or fly at)... (figures and
1. should I maintain? units) height above...(datum).

2. | am maintaining...(figures and units)
2. are you maintaining? height above ...(datum).
3. lintend cruising at... (figures and
3. do you intend cruising at? units) height above...(datum).
QFN
QFO May | land immediately? You may land immediately.
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SIGNAL | QUESTION ANSWER, ADVICE OR ORDER
QFP Will you give me the latest information The latest information
concerning... facility (at...(place))? concerning...facility (at... (place)) is as
follows...
Note: The information is given by
sending appropriate NOTAM Code
groups.
QFQ | Are the approach and runway lights lit? The approach and runway lights are lit.
or
Please light the approach and runway
lights.
QFR Does my landing gear appear damaged? | Your landing gear appears damaged.
QFS Is the...radio facility at...(place) in The...radio facility at...(place) is in
operation? operation (or will be in operation
in...hours).
or
Please have the...radio facility at...(place)
put in operation.
QFT Between what heights above...(datum) Ice formation has been observed at
has ice formation been observed ...(position or zone) in the type of...and
(at...(position or zone))? with an accretion rate
of...between...(figures and units)
and...(figures and units) heights
above...(datum).
QFU What is the magnetic direction (or The magnetic direction (or number) of the
number) of the runway to be used? runway to be used is...
Note: The runway number is indicated by
a two-figure group and the magnetic
direction by a three-figure group.
QFV Avre the floodlights switched on? The floodlights are switched on.
or
Please switch on the floodlights.
QFW | What is the length of the runway in use The length of runway...now in use
in...(units)? is...(figures and units).
QFX I am working (or am going to work) on a

fixed aerial.
or
Work on a fixed aerial.
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SIGNAL | QUESTION ANSWER, ADVICE OR ORDER
QFY Please report the present meteorological | The present meteorological landing

landing conditions (at...(place)).

conditions at...(place) are...

Note: When given in Q Code the
information is sent in the following
sequence: QAN, QBA, QNY, QBB,
QNH, and/or QFE and, if necessary,
QMU, QNT, QBJ. Itis not normally
necessary to precede the QAN, QBA,
QNY and QBB information by these Q
signals but this may be done if considered
desirable.

QFZ What is the aerodrome meteorological The aerodrome meteorological forecast
forecast for...(place) for the period...hours | for...(place) for the period...hours
until...hours? until...hours is...

Note: When given in Q Code the
following sequence of Q signal answer
(or advice) forms is to be used: QAN,
QBA, QNY, QBB and, if necessary,
QMU, QNT and QBJ.

QGA

QGB

QGC There are obstructions to the... of

runway...

QGD | Are there on my track any obstructions There are obstructions on your track
whose elevation equals or exceeds my ...(figures and units) height
altitude? above...(datum).

QGE | What is my distance to your station (or Your distance to my station (or to...)
to...)? is...(distance figures and units).

Note: This signal is normally used in
conjunction with one of the signals QDM,
QDR, QTE or QUJ.

QGF

QGG

QGH May | land using... (procedure or You may land using...(procedure or
facility)? facility).

QGl

QGJ

QGK | What track should I make good? Make good a track from...(place) on

or
What track are you making good?

...degrees ...(true or magnetic).

or
| am making good a track from...(place)
on... degrees... (true or magnetic).
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SIGNAL | QUESTION ANSWER, ADVICE OR ORDER
QGL May | enter the...(control area or zone) You may enter the...(control area or zone)

at... (place)?

at...(place).

QGM Leave the...(control area or zone).
QGN May | be cleared to land (at...(place)? You are cleared to land (at... (place).
QGO Landing is prohibited at... (place).
QGP | What is my number for landing? You are number...to land.
QGQ May | hold at...(place)? Hold at...(place) at...(figures and units)
height above... (datum) and await orders.
QGR
QGS
QGT Fly for...minutes on a heading that will
enable you to maintain a track reciprocal
to your present one.
QGU Fly for...minutes on a magnetic heading
of...degrees.
QGV | Do you see me? | see you at...(cardinal or quadrantal point
or of direction). or
Can you see the aerodrome? | can see the aerodrome
or or
Can you see...(aircraft)? | see...(aircraft).
QGW | Does my landing gear appear to be down | Your landing gear appears to be down
and in place? and in place.
QGY
QGZ Hold on...direction of... facility.
QHA
QHB
QHC
QHD
QHE | Will you inform me when you are on...leg | I am on...
of approach? 1. cross-wind leg
2. down-wind leg of approach.
3. base leg
4. final leg
QHF
QHG | May I enter traffic circuit at...(figures and | Cleared to enter traffic circuit at...(figures

units) height above...(datum)?

and units) height above...(datum).
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QHH | Are you making an emergency landing? I am making an emergency landing.

or
Emergency landing being made
at...(place). All aircraft below...(figures
and units) height above...(datum) and
within a distance of... (figures and units)
leave...(place or headings)

QHI Are you (or is...)... I am (or...is)...at...hours.
1. waterborne? 1. waterborne
2. on land? 2. on land
QHJ
QHK
QHL
QHM
QHN
QHO
QHP
QHQ May | make a...approach (at...(place))? You may make a...approach (at... (place)).
or or
Are you making a... approach? | am making a...approach.
QHR
QHS
QHT
QHU
QHV
QHW
QHX
QHY
QHZ | Shall I circle the aerodrome (or go Circle the aerodrome (or go around).
around)?
QIA
QIB
QIC May | establish communication with Establish communication with...radio
...radio station on...kHz. (or...MHz.) now | station on...kHz. (or...MHz.) now (or
(or at...hours)? at...hours).
or
I will establish communication with
...radio station on...kHz (or..MHz) now
(or at...hours)
QID
QIE
QIF What frequency is...using? ...Is using...kHz. (or...MHz).

2-14

Original

UNCLASSIFIED




UNCLASSIFIED

ACP 131(F)
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QIG
QIH
Qll
QlJ
QIK
QIL
QIM
QIN
QIO
QIP
QIQ
QIR
QIS
QIT
QIU
QIvV
QIW
QIX
QlY
QlZ
QJA Ismy... Your...
1. tape 1. tape
2. mark and space reversed? 2. mark and space is reversed.
QJB Will you use... I will use...
1. radio? 1. radio.
2. cable? 2. cable.
3. telegraph? 3. telegraph.
4. teletypewriter? 4. teletypewriter.
5. telephone? 5. telephone.
6. receiver? 6. receiver.
7. transmitter? 7. transmitter.
8. reperforator? 8. reperforator.
QJC Will you check your... I will check my...
1. transmitter distributor? 1. transmitter distributor.
2. auto - head? 2. auto - head.
3. perforator? 3. perforator.
4. reperforator? 4. reperforator.
5. printer? 5. printer.
6. printer motor? 6. printer motor.
7. keyboard? 7. keyboard.
8. antenna system? 8. antenna system.
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QJD Am | transmitting... You are transmitting...
1. in letters? 1. in letters.
2. in figures? 2. in figures.
QJE Is my frequency shift... Your frequency shift is...
1. too wide? 1. too wide.
2. too narrow? 2. too narrow (by...Hz).
3. correct? 3. correct.
QJF My signal as checked by monitor...is
satisfactory...
1. locally.
2. as radiated.
QJG Shall I revert to automatic relay? Revert to automatic relay.
QJH Shall I run... Run...
1. my test tape? 1. your test tape.
2. atest sentence? 2. atest sentence.
QJI Will you transmit a continuous... | am transmitting a continuous...
1. mark? 1. mark.
2. space? 2. space.
QJJ
QJK Are you receiving... | am receiving...
1. acontinuous mark? 1. acontinuous mark.
2. acontinuous space? 2. acontinuous space.
3. amark bias? 3. amark bias.
4. a space bias? 4. aspace bias.
QJL
QM
QJN
QJO
QJP
QJQ
QJR
QJS
QJT
QJU
QJV
QJW
QJX
QJY
QJZ
QKA
QKB
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QKC The sea conditions (at...position)....

1. permit alighting but not take-off.

2. render alighting extremely hazardous.
QKD
QKE
QKF May | be relieved (at... hours)? You may expect to be relieved at...nhours

by...

1. aircraft... (identification) (type...).

2. vessel whose call sign is... (call sign)
(and/or whose name (is...(name)).

QKG | Will relief take place when..... Relief will take place when...
(identification) establishes... (identification) establishes...
1. visual, 1. visual,
2. communications, contact with 2. communications, contact with
survivors? survivors.
QKH Report details of the parallel sweep The parallel sweep (track) sear